Joint Press Statement
by NGOs and NGO Networks about the CTN broadcast reporting from
Kong Yu Village, O’Yadao District, Ratanakiri Province

We, representatives of NGOs and NGO Networks working in Cambodia on development, natural
resource management and strengthening people’s rights, have become aware of two news reports
by Mr. Soy Sopheap in the regular CTN program “Cambodia Today” which were broadcast on
14™ and 17" August, 2007.

We are concerned that these reports fall severely short of professional journalist standards.
Unbiased reporting requires an open and honest review of the facts from all sides before drawing
conclusions and making a public broadcast. The conclusion in the CTN report was reached
without exhaustive investigations with all stakeholders, and it lacked in-depth legal analysis. We
are particularly concerned about two issues:
a) The false accusation of “incitement” made against NGOs involved in supporting this case
b) The report gave unequal attention to the defendant in this case without giving an
opportunity for the clients to discuss their reasons for bringing the suit, or for the NGOs
which are working in Ratanakiri province to explain their involvement or legal issues.
Media reports like this not only compromise journalistic integrity, but also promote injustice,
while undermining the rule of law and national and international legislation.

We, representatives of NGOs and NGO Networks, declare our position and vision that:
1. Our work is independent from politics and we are not affiliated with any political party.
2. Our aim is to support vulnerable communities to protect their rights under the Cambodian
Constitution and 2001 Land Law.
3. Aiding vulnerable communities in realizing their rights is not incitement.
4. Each time the media characterizes our actions as incitement, the media is making it
harder for marginalized communities to realize their rights.

We call for all stakeholders, including media groups, to promote the equitable implementation of
the 2001 Land Law and Cambodian Constitution, in particular legislation protecting vulnerable
groups such as Indigenous Peoples. We strongly believe that all stakeholders have the will and
commitment to work together to effectively resolve land conflicts according to the rule of law.

Therefore, we recommend that all journalists, and CTN itself, make further investigations to
verify the conclusions reached in the aforementioned reports. The Cambodian general public
deserve accurate, truthful, and unbiased news reports. We hope CTN feels the same.

Phnom Penh 21% August, 2007
Representatives of NGOs and NGO Networks

ADHOC, Action on Environment and Bridges Across Borders
Mr. Thun Saray, President, Community Mr. David Pred,
saray@online.com.kh Ms. Sor Sat, Director, Cambodia Country Director,
023 217 229 Kompong Chhnang 023 220 930

012 724986 davidpred@babsea.org

Buddhism for Development Buddhism for a Progressive Cambodia Border Community
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Kampong Thom

Monk Ly Khom, Director
Kompong Thom
012734467

Children for Development
Association

Mr. Chi Boreth, Director
0121801758
cdacambodia@yahoo.com

Cooperation for Indigenous People
and Development in Cambodia,
Mr. Em Bonna, Director,

Kompong Thom

012 713014

Environmental Protection and
Development Organization

Mr. Samreth Uth, Executive Director,
Pursat,

012 860 091

epdopur@yahoo.com

Keap Pear Apiwat Noeng Bandosh
Bandarl (KABB),

Battambong

Mrs. Ouk Lundi

012799314

Lutheran World Foundation
Mr. David Meuller
rep@Iwfcam.org.kh

023 881 100

Mr. Kem Sambaddh, Assistant
Program Manager

023 883 254
sambaddh@Iwfcam.org.kh

Non Timber Forest Products
Project

Mr. Thou Vestna, Project Coordinator
092 943794

ntfp@camintel.com

Promvihearthor (PVT)

Mr. Khoun Narin, Director
Pursat Province

012 581 022
promvihearthor@yahoo.com

Society

Mr. Cheart Laom, Director,
Tbeng Meanchey, Preah Vihear
012 547699

Community Economic
Development

Mr. Yos Pheary, Project
Coordinator, Kratie

012 600 830

Development and Partnership
in Acton

Mr. Se Sophy, Project
Advocacy Coordinator
(Ratanakiri)

012 613 188
se.sophy@everyday.com.kh

Housing Rights Task Force
Mr. Phann Sithan, Secretariat
012 707 960
cam.hrtf@gmail.com

Khmer Youth and Social
Development Organization
Mr. Chhoun Borith, Director
011 970 868
kysd_org@hotmail.com

My Village NGO

Mrs. Hun Hinn, Executive
Director,

012 455 367
myvillage_org@yahoo.com

Phnom Neang Kangrei
Association (PNKA)

Mr. Ouk Sameth, Director
092 903908
kangreikcg@yahoo.com

Rural Development for
Community Natural Resource
Management

Mr. Soung Teov, Executive
Director, 012726211
tevrdecnrm@yahoo.com

Development Organization
Mr. Keo Samath, Director
012 181 7767

Village Focus International

Mr. Meas Nee, Country Director,
012 751 421
measnee@villagefocus.org

Environment Health Education,
Kompong Thom

Ms. Pourng Dalya

012 661 091

Indigenous Community Support
Organization

Mr. Sao Vansey, National Programme
Coordinator,

012 813 744
vansey-icso@online.com.kh

LICADHO

Ms. Naly Pilorge, Director
012 803 650
director@licadho.org

NGO Forum on Cambodia

Mr. Khun Bunnath, Land and Livelihood
Program Coordinator

023 214 463-110
bunnath@ngoforum.org.kh

Ponleu Ney Kdey Sangkhum

Mr. Lenh Thy, Program Coordinator,
Kompong Speu

012920189
012569614@mobitel.com
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